Workshop: Handmade "Ransom Note" poetry book 

Copyright © 2001-2003 Carolyn Hasenfratz

In this workshop we will learn how to make a simple handmade book and play with collaged words and pictures.

	Materials:


Old magazines to cut up


Binding cord/yarn/raffia


Cardstock or heavy paper for cover


Lightweight paper for interior pages

Tools:


Paper Cutter


Hole Puncher


Glue Stick


Scrap paper


Scissors


Optional Tools:


Markers and Drawing Implements


Rubber Stamps and rubber stamp ink
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Procedure:

1. Cut a 3" by 6" piece from the heavy paper. This will be the cover.

2. Cut 3 pieces, also 3" x 6", from the lightweight paper.

3. Fold the papers in half and insert the interior pages inside the cover. Together they will make a 3" square book.

4. Punch two holes through the fold (the "spine") with a hole puncher.

5. Select raffia or yarn and thread it through the holes and tie it. If you like you can string beads or charms onto the trailing cord.
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6. Take some old magazines and go through them cutting out any words or phrases that you like or are attracted to for some reason. You don't have to worry yet about why you like them or how they will go together. If you see any pictures you like along the way you can cut those out too.

7. After a while you'll accumulate enough words and phrases to start getting ideas about how they will go together. Divide the words into six groups (more or less is fine) to form six little poems. Keep looking for and cutting out words until you have around 6-8 short "poems" that you like. You can add and discard words as you see fit. While you're doing this you might have an idea of what the words mean to you, but if not don't worry - just have fun and play with the words. If the results are silly like my example, that’s ok, it’s supposed to be fun. If you want to, put pictures on the book pages with the words. 

8. Make up a title for the cover.

9. Glue the words into the pages of your book with a glue stick. If you like you can draw, write, or rubber stamp* on, underneath, or around your glued down words. Use the scrap paper to keep the table clean. Change the scrap paper periodically if it gets covered with glue so that you don't get glue on your book where you don't want it.

*Note: if you rubber stamp over slick magazine paper, the ink probably won't dry. Blot the excess ink with clean scrap paper to avoid smearing.

If you have any questions, you can contact me: 

Web sites: www.ezl.com/~limegr, www.carolynsstampstore.com
Email: limegr@ezl.com
